Jacksonville History Center

Hing ‘ ‘
Exterior of Old City Hall

Right: Placemaking plaque with building history

Windows: Each building window will be fitted with
a “cling” graphic Peter Britt image, highlighting an
aspect of Jacksonville’s history.




Overview of Museum Layout

The design maximizes the 1,139 square feet while allowing for traffic flow.
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Entry Exhibit

Circular desk top lays out 5 themes:

The Land, Gold Rush, Merchants and Makers, Town Life, and Government,
highlighting Jacksonville’s role as the 19th century commercial,
governmental, and social hub of Southern Oregon.

Touchable educational artifacts will augment exhibits,
and screens on various exhibits playing video loops will add imagery.
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Text on back side of panel reads: “Settlers brought their culture and traditions with them, creating
a vibrant town life that made Jacksonville a regional social center.”
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Central Exhibits (L to R): History Center (front); Town Life (back).
Merchants and Makers (front); Brick vs. Fire (back).
The Railroad (front); The Depression (back).
1910 Jacksonville (back wall mural).
~~ADA access ramp (right) from Fire Hall entry.
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Back panel highlights 2 key individuals Graphic and arslect aré —_ Back panel highlights major fires in
and invites guests to explore the desk N early Jacksonville that destroyed
drawers for more stories. Side panel B much of the
features 2 builders—P.J. Ryan who built cegcaes S town.
in brick and David Linn who built in wood. S
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board describe how brick was made
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Depression back panel .
describes the second
“Gold Rush” and how the
Great Depression turned
Jacksonville into a
ghost town.

The panel board features
Robbie Collins who led
the town’s renaissance

In the 1960s.
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FROM

DEPRESSION

TO HISTORIC DISTRICT

Jacksorwille’s early prosperity was
short-lived. The gold mines began to
decline and the Oregon and California
Rairoad bypassed the town in the 1880s
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Renewal Panel Board

Renewal panel board highlights Robertson (Robbie) Collins’
role in preventing the Oregon Department of Transportation
from putting a 4-lane highway through Jacksonville which
would have taken out 11 historic structures. His leadership led
to Jacksonville’s renaissance and the town being designated
the first National Historic Landmark District on the West Coast.
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PEOPLE ENTER
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People Enter the Rogue Valley

Wall hanging depicts Rogue River Valley.
Panel board shows various tribes who occupied
the region, shows the natural resources that
appealed to their hunter-gatherer societies,
and highlights Tecumtum, Tyee (Chief) John,
the Athabaskan chief who signed
three Table Rock treaties.
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Town Life - Peter Britt
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This Town Life exhibit is an
interactive stereoscope of
Peter Britt images. Guests

push a button to view a
sequence of 3-D photos.

Signage describes Peter Britt’s
role in documenting the region,
its people, and town life, and
how his photographs were
instrumental in designating
Crater Lake a national park and
in designating Jacksonville
a National Historic
Landmark District.

PETER BRITT

PHOTOGRAPHER

Swiss immigram, Peter Beat,

arrived in Jacksonville in November
1852 with a two-wheeled cart of
Phuos'ﬂﬁl" fqulpm"". a yot'
ol axen, a mule, and five dollars

int his pocket. He liled & donation
land claim on what is now the Bent
Festival grounds, the Lower Britt

Gardens, and portions of the
Jackscerville Woodlands,
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«« EAST WALL

From the discovery of gold, Jacksoaville was the
Southern Oregon hub, the fackson County seat, and
home to the county courthouse for 70 years.
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The Government
exhibit includes
A/V and Al, with
historical inter-
preters sharing

stories of key
individuals, trials,

and “justice” in a

frontier town, and

Al bringing
historic images to
life and having
the individuals tell
their own stories.
The directional
speaker focuses
the sound so as
not to disturb
other guests.
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Beekman

Cornelius Beekman Wall Panel

Entrepreneur, public servant, and philanthropist,
Cornelius Beekman was probably the most prominent
and wealthiest of Jacksonville’s pioneer settlers.
His home and bank, still completely furnished with
original artifacts, are town museums.

A gold scale on top of the adjacent safe illustrates
how most trade was by barter or done “on account”
with payment in gold or silver, not paper money.

CORNELIUS
BEEKMAN

Cornelius Beekman came to Jacksoowille

n 1857 as an express nder, He carned

mail, packages, and gold over the Siskiyou

mountamns between ’.\r ksonwille and

Yreka, Galdornia.
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Community

Community

The back wall features a full wall mural of Jacksonville’s California Street circa 1910.
The panel board display in front highlights four individuals who illustrate various themes.
The flat files on the right are interactive with pull out drawers whose contents develop
the Town Life theme and show the town’s diversity—Chinatown, Black pioneers,

schools, churches, fraternal orders, culture, society, etc.
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Lay of the Land
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THREE MEN WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE

DEFYING
THE ODDS

West Wall initial exhibit shows “Lay of the Land”

West Wall
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Exhibit highlights
the natural beauty of
the Rogue Valley
and the abundant
natural resources
and fertility of the
land that attracted
individuals for
millennia.

Table and stools
provide resting
place. Flip book on
table highlights
outdoor and
recreational
activities.
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Gold to Grapes

DEFYING
THREE MEN WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE THE ODDS

West Wall

The Gold to Grapes exhibit highlights the role gold played in the initial

founding of Jacksonville, how it was replaced by agriculture, and how

Peter Britt became the father of Southern Oregon’s wine, orchard, and
horticulture industries.

Educational artifacts | A video screen will |
\ will enhance the add information,
" exhibit. about agriculture.
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Historic Jacksonville Should Not Exist
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West Wall

DEFYING
THE ODDS

The “Historic Jacksonville Should Not Exist” exhibit is a way of

summarizing Jacksonville’s history. The triptych highlights three men SR A
who played what were felt to be the most significant roles in that
history. The wall panel summarizes major events/turning points ooy
in the Jacksonville story. =
THREE MEN WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE .

TOWN
HISTORY

SAVED IT




Applebaker
Fire Hall and Jail

The South Oregon Street
entrance will be made
ADA accessible.

The existing concrete
will be torn out and
replaced with an
ADA grade ramp.

The original fire hall, now
fire museum, contains
Jacksonville’s 1861
hook and ladder truck
and 1884 pumper truck.
Interior signage will be
upgraded and exterior
signage added.

The jail was the City jail,
not the Jackson County
jail, and it was used
mainly as a drunk,
or drying out, tank.
The remaining cell
will be staged as such
and appropriate
signage added.



